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IS THIS THE BEST  
SUITE EVER BUILT? 
Regent Seven Seas Cruises is launching the 
most deluxe cruise ship and suite on the ocean. 

1 If you have to save up for this suite, you shouldn’t be on this ship,” says Frank Del Rio, the 
unabashed president and CEO of Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings, who has been at the 
helm of the company for the past year. “This is truly for the world’s wealthiest people.” The 

ship in question is the 750-guest Seven Seas Explorer, from Regent Seven Seas Cruises, Norwe-
gian’s all-inclusive ultra-high-end line. The room is the $10,000-per-night Regent Suite, on the  
14th deck. Del Rio, taking himself very seriously, doesn’t hold back superlatives to describe  
the experience: “This suite is the most luxurious suite ever seen, on the most luxurious ship  
ever built,” he says.

The sheer size of the Regent Suite makes it impressive. Its nearly 4,000 square feet are  
divided between the 958-square-foot wraparound veranda and the 2,917-square-foot interior, 
which features two bedrooms, two and a half bathrooms, and a living room with an eight-seat 
dining table. It isn’t the biggest suite on the water—Norwegian claims those as well with its 
6,694-square-foot three-bedroom Garden Villas on the Dawn and Star ships—but it’s the 

Luxury
AT SEA

T H E  D E P A R T U R E S  G U I D E

This year, 24 million people will take 
a cruise, a dramatic increase from  
15 million just ten years ago. With 
cruise companies all racing to 
attract the attention of this growing 
number of passengers, there are 
now better ships, dining options, and 
itineraries than ever before.  
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 Downtime in Tahiti
Paul Gauguin Cruises’ ten-day “Society Islands & Tuamotus” trip, in Tahiti, includes a 
day on the company’s private island, Motu Mahana. The port is so popular that, in 
December, the line will offer a onetime itinerary with an extra day for beach lovers to 
snorkel, kayak, and listen to Tahitian music. Rooms from $5,845; 800-848-6172.

 Indian Ocean Immersion
Many lines cruise the Seychelles via Victoria or Dubai, but Azamara Club Cruises’ 
20-night “Pearls along the Indian Ocean” voyage is for those who want to see India.  
Beginning April 22, 2017, it starts and ends in Mumbai, stopping in Kochi and 
Mormugao, as well as in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Rooms from $6,000; 877-999-9553.

 Majestic Amazon
Cunard’s Queen Victoria isn’t the first ship on the Amazon River, but when it sails next 
January (cruise V703), it will break the record for the biggest. The 1,997-person ship 
enters the Amazon en route to Manaus, then returns east to Santarém and Rio de 
Janeiro. The ship spends most of its days at sea. Rooms from $3,850; 800-728-6273.

 Exploring East Asia
Cruises are investing heavily in China, Korea, and Japan. In 2017, Seabourn adds five 
East Asia tours, and two of them will coincide with Japan’s cherry-blossom season, in 
March and April. The 18-day “Pearls of the China Sea & Japan” hits the most ports in 
Japan, including Ishigaki Island’s beaches. Rooms from $13,000; 866-755-5619.

 Around and Down Under
It’s rare for cruise lines to circumnavigate Australia: Only five lines consistently make 
the 22,300-mile journey. Oceania Cruises will become the sixth next March with its 
34-day “Southern Cross Sojourn” itinerary from Sydney. Oceania’s recently renovated 
Sirena is the most luxurious ship on the route. Rooms from $10,300; 855-623-2642.

BLACKBOOK

biggest among luxury boats (though 
the Regent Suite will get competi-
tion in late 2018, when Crystal 
Cruises launches ships with 
residences that have interiors of 
more than 4,000 square feet). 

Michal Jackiewicz, CEO of 
Tillberg Design, made room for the 
Regent Suite by adding a separate 
deck to the top of the vessel and 
giving it front-facing 270-degree 
views. “It will be fantastic to wake up 
in the morning and see the ship 
moving forward from the bed,” says 
Jackiewicz, who describes the suite’s 
design as “contemporary with a 
classical touch,” with a mix of rich 
wood veneers, black granite, and 
white Carrara marble.

There’s a floor-to-ceiling étagère 
filled with custom Lalique crystal. 
The china is Versace, the glassware  
is Riedel, and the silver is Christofle. 
Towels and linens are from Frette, 
while the bath products are  
Hermès. The bedrooms have 
king-size Savoir beds. Regent 
commissioned American furniture 
designer Dakota Jackson to create 
the $400,000 Steinway & Sons 
piano in the living room. The 
artwork includes two Picassos. 

Then there’s the in-room spa—a 
first for the industry—which has an 
area for massages, facials, and body 
treatments from Canyon Ranch 
SpaClub, two saunas (steam and dry), 
double vanities, and a Jacuzzi (that’s 
in addition to the outdoor Jacuzzi on 
the balcony). Unlimited treatments 
are included in the suite’s cost. 

The price tag also takes care of 
first-class airplane tickets on 
domestic flights or business-class 
tickets on international flights, a 
personal driver and guide at all ports, 
a luxury precruise hotel stay, and a 
dedicated butler. “I think that says it 
all,” Del Rio says.

The Regent Suite is sold out for 
Explorer’s 2016 season. Reservations 
for 2017 open in April. This year 
and next, the ship will sail several 
itineraries throughout Europe and 
the Caribbean. $10,000 per night 
(all other cruises in this guide are 
priced per trip); 844-473-4368.

MAIDEN VOYAGES Five first-ever trips to consider for  
later this year and beyond2

A Cruising Achievement
Only a handful of women have 
worked as cruise captains—and 
those only since 2007. In July, 
Kate McCue became the first 
American female captain of a 
mega–cruise ship. Find her on 

Celebrity Cruises’ Celebrity 
Summit in North America.
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North America 
Revisited
More cruise lines are responding to 
demand for sailings in Alaska and Canada.
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Luxury lines are increasingly staying closer to home. 
This year, Viking Ocean Cruises adds two Canadian 
routes, including the “Eastern Seaboard Explorer” (from 
$5,800; 866-984-5464) in October, which sails the  
St. Lawrence River. And Crystal Cruises will trace the 
Northwest Passage (from $21,855; 888-722-0021) from 
Anchorage to New York. Alaska is so popular that 
Seabourn—which hasn’t sailed the region since 2002— 
will launch nine cruises there next summer (from $8,000; 
866-755-5619). In 2017, Celebrity Cruises will add “The 
Great National Parks Expedition” (from $2,240; 888-245-
4254), visiting Denali and Kenai Fjords National Parks.
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Yacht Travel 
Is Booming
Esprit, Crystal Cruises’ first foray into the 
small-ship category, is the boat to book now.
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Cruises are racing around the globe—quite 
literally—to create world itineraries, which 
fell out of fashion as luxuries only for  
those with four months to spare. But for 
older crowds they are resurging. In recent  
years, the ability to buy segments of 
itineraries for a week or a month has made 
them more approachable. 

Next year’s options include those of 
Regent Seven Seas Cruises, with a new 
128-night Miami-to-Miami voyage (from 
$56,000; 844-473-4368), and Oceania 
Cruises, with the longest trip, at 180 days, 
from Miami (from $40,000; 855-623-2642) 
on its recently renovated Insignia ship. Also 
in 2017, Cunard (the line that launched the 
first world cruise, in 1922) and Holland 
America Line will continue the offerings 
they’ve had for decades, and in 2018, 
Azamara Club Cruises will debut a halfway-
around-the-globe cruise from Sydney to 
London over 102 days (from $27,450; 
877-999-9553).
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As ships get bigger and passenger counts 
rival small towns (Royal Caribbean’s 
forthcoming Harmony of the Seas will be the 
world’s largest, carrying 5,479 guests and 
2,394 crew members), travelers are finding 
sanctuary on yacht cruises.

The small-ship category—expedition 
ships, riverboats, sailboats, and yachts—was 
once a niche market, but is now one of the 
fastest-growing segments of the industry, 
according to Edie Rodriguez, CEO of 
Crystal Cruises, which is betting on the 
smaller trend as it expands.

In December, Crystal christened the 
62-guest Crystal Esprit (rooms from $4,270; 
888-722-0021), making it one of the 
yacht-cruise category’s smallest vessels. 
Esprit’s inaugural season will be spent sailing 
the reefs of the Seychelles (book the 
two-passenger sea submersible) before 
visiting the Adriatic Sea later in March. Of 
the other major lines, Ponant’s (888-400-1082) 
five ships carry 64 to 264 guests, SeaDream 
Yacht Club’s (800-707-4911) two ships hold 94 
to 112, and Windstar Cruises’ (800-258-7245) 
six ships take 148 to 310.

Season after season, 
cruise lines try to 
outdo their 

competitors in onboard 
dining, and this year has 
some of the most 
innovative programs yet. 

One of the biggest 
announcements last year 
was Seabourn’s (866-755-
5619) new partnership with 
Thomas Keller, the 
Michelin seven-star chef 
behind the French 
Laundry, in California, 
and Per Se, in New York. 
Seabourn has long been 
revered for its onboard 
dining. This past fall, 
Keller debuted new menu 
items (at press time, 
Seabourn declined to 
comment on specific 
dishes) on three of 
Seabourn’s ships: Odyssey, 
Sojourn, and Quest. While 
Keller won’t be cooking on 
board, Seabourn’s culinary 
team worked with the  
chef at his California test 
kitchen. But the most 
notable development of 
the partnership is still to 
come: A signature Keller 
restaurant will debut on 
Quest in May, before it 
expands to the rest of  
the fleet.

Oceania Cruises (855-623- 
2642) will expand its 
restaurant offerings—
overseen by French chef 
Jacques Pépin, who serves 
as the line’s executive 

culinary director—and its 
cooking classes. In April, 
Oceania introduces new 
restaurants on its 
684-person Sirena ship. 
Along with Tuscan Steak, 
an Italian steak house, 
Pépin will debut Jacques 
Bistro, serving French fare 
for lunch (Croque- 
Monsieurs, veal piccata). 
“I’m extremely excited 
about Sirena,” Pépin says. 
“It will introduce new 
dining experiences, and 
my daughter, Claudine, 
will serve as the ship’s 
godmother.” In Decem-
ber, Oceania added new 
tours and classes in the 
Caribbean on the 
1,250-person Riviera. The 
“Honduran Farm & 
Ocean-to-Table Experi-
ence” takes guests to La 
Palapa restaurant at Big 
French Key Beach for a 
pink-shrimp cooking 
demonstration.

 In April, Holland 
America Line (877-724-5425) 
is launching the first  
at-sea winemaking 
program on its 2,650-guest 
MS Koningsdam. “You 
become a winemaker for 
the day,” says vice president 
of food and beverage 
Gerald Mosslinger. At 
Blend, guests will create 
custom bottles of red wine 
with barrels from Chateau 
Ste. Michelle, in Washing-
ton State. 

CRUISING’S  
CULINARY NEWS
A floating Thomas Keller  
restaurant, onboard wine blending,  
and more food-at-sea updates
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Around-the-
World Routes
Multimonth world cruises are making a 
comeback as travelers stay away longer.
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More Overnight  
Port Stays  

Cruises travel at night 
to maximize daylight 

hours in ports and save 
on costly docking fees. 
For guests, this means 
leaving as the nightlife 
gets going. But a few 

lines are treating their 
ships like local hotels. 

Azamara Club Cruises, 
Crystal Cruises, and 

Seabourn already 
embrace nighttime 
docking. This year, 

Celebrity Cruises added 
overnight stays and 

nighttime excursions in 
the Caribbean to  

43 itineraries of ten or 
more nights.
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